State’s Farm Leaders Eye Common Market’s Actions

By VINCENT THOMAS
Assemblyman, 68th District
The future of California's

vast agricultural industry may
be considerably changed by
impending action of the Euro-
pean efforts to drive American
grown and processed chickens
out of their markets by prac-
tically doubling their tariffs on
them, has been hitting news-
paper headlines for months. It
illustrates only too well what
can happen to any of its wide
variety of agricultural pro-
ducts which California trades
internationally.

During our 1963 General Ses-
sion an Assembly Resolution
was introduced, calling for an
interim study of methods by
which our agricultural exports |
can be protected and encour-
aged. The Assembly Commit-
fee on Agriculture held a two-
day hearing on the subject at
the same time the Governor's
Export and Import Advisory
Committees were meeting.

. . .

THE COMMITTEE was told
that our state's agricultural
production is so diversified
that it is well-nigh impossible
for our agricultural interests
to present a completely united
front on matters of interest to
only one segment of the indus-
{ry. This diversity is also a
strength, however, because it
serves to protect our farm
economy from overdepend-
ence on a small number of
commodities, and encourages
competitive and progressive
production and marketing tech-
niques,

Foreign commerce, it was
said, is like a two-way street,

Law In
Action

Life-insurance people like to
sell life insurance, but prefer
the applicant to be healthy, or,
at least, to have significant de-
fects discovered in advance of
entering into the contract. Ac-
cordingly, some companies re-
quire a medical test, others
pose questions to the applicant
regarding his health, while
others apparently require
neither,

Recently, a man and wife,
not fluent in English, were
asked to buy a family-insur-
ance policy, The agent brought
with him an interpreter who
told the couple about the pol-
icy and took their application.
The policy was to take effect
only if the applicants were in
“sound health” at the time.

- - -

THE WIFE did not tell the
agent of her bad heart; merely
indicating she had gone to the
hospital for a cold. On the
wife's death a few months
later, the insurance company
refused to pay, contending that
she had failed to answer the
health questions truthfully.
The company made an offer to
rescind the policy and refund
the husband the premi
paid to date but the husband
asked for payment on the pol-
fey.

The court held for the insur-
ance company: It ruled that
the wife's untrue answer had
made the policy ineffective
Here the company had not
waived the requirement of
honest answers, such as would
have been the case where the
agent had actually known, or
in fact should have known, if
the answers were false. The
company may have known
that the applicant was in poor
health, and still insured the
risk.

. .

SOMETIMES the applicant is
not required to make any re-
plies at all. If he passes any
medical test, and is after-
wards insured, the law pre-
sumes the company to have
accepted him, and it may not
later claim lack of good health
in his part,

Somewhat similar thinking
was used where an insured
told the agent that he had had
pains about his body from
time to time, Without further
inquiry into this complaint,
the policy was issued, Soon
afterwards the insured found
that he was a victim of a seri-
ous blood disorder, It soon
claimed his life. The court
applied a theory of ‘es!uppel,
holding that the insurance
company had enough facts at
the time it issued the policy
to warn it that the insured was
not in completely good health.

Under the circumstances, the
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